Modified leprosy elimination campaign (MLEC) in the State of Orissa, India.
As part of a country-wide modified leprosy elimination campaign (MLEC) carried out in 21 selected States in India in 1998, the State of Orissa launched activities in early January of that year, during which 28.9 million people were examined, giving 85% coverage of the enumerated population. Using general health care staff and volunteers, 416,604 suspect cases were identified and 62,804 of these were confirmed as leprosy by experience observers. The period of intensive search activity lasted 1 week only, but this was preceded by several months of community mobilization and involvement, health education, training of government and voluntary staff, media messages and the involvement of all relevant health departments, officials and politicians. Both this and the intensive search period were characterized by a high level of interest and cooperation by all concerned. The total of new cases detected and put on treatment (multi-drug therapy; MDT) during the period of only 7 days was approximately equal to that which, on routine population survey by the leprosy services, would be recorded over a period of 2 years. The MLEC in Orissa is judged to have been not only an historic step forward in the control of leprosy in a State previously classified as highly endemic for leprosy, but also one of the most successful State health interventions ever mounted. In the 5 months after completion of the campaign, the voluntary reporting rate increased from 50 to 90%. As a direct result of the campaign, facilities for the diagnosis and treatment of leprosy are now available daily in an additional 1639 institutions, over and above those in existence before the campaign was launched. The achievements in terms of detecting hidden (and thus undiagnosed and untreated) cases exceeded the outset predictions, underlining the importance of continued vigilance and the need to maintain involvement of general health care staff. It is anticipated that the rise in prevalence due to the addition of 62,884 cases will be reduced by the implementation of MDT by 80% by about March 1999. Overall the results of the MLEC in Orissa strongly support the likelihood that an elimination level of less than 1 case per 10,000 of the population will be reached in this State by the year 2000.